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There were many avinti-n schools for machaniecs in tho USSR:
in addition to the Vasilkov Schooj
1

The Volsk Military Aviation School (Volskaya Voennaya
Aviatsionnaya Shkola) located in Volsk (5203N-4724E)
/exact location unknown/, |

[this was the largest
avaiation technical school in the USSR, It offered courses
not only for airdraft mechanics but for radio, instrument,
electrical, oxygen and armament mechanics and technicians,
The length of the courses was approximately 18 months. The
courses were basically for EM; however, extension courses
were offered to honor graduates; upon completion, the men

{ were given commissions as Junior Technical Lieutenants.

The First (Pervaya) and Second (Vtoraya) Moscow Aviation

Schools For Mechanies (Moskovaya Aviatsionnaya Shkela 50X1-HUM
Mekhanikov). Both these schools were located in Moscow

exact location

[the same
courses offered at the Volsk School were given at both of

the schools. \ 50X1-HUM
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The Shadrinsk Aviation Schcol For Mechenies (Sh
Aviatsionnaya 0 khanilkov)

& rela-

tively new school for mechanlc¢s had been opened in Sh k
5605N-6339E) in 1948 or 1949,
when they arrived at the scnool as rt o ]

rs
class Iin January 1949, some of the buildings, especially
the barracks, had not been completed; the men were required
to live in barracks without windows,| ‘the
organization and the subjscts taught at
similar to that of the Vasilkov Scheol,
have no further informstion.

The Kotovsk School For Junior Spesialists (Kotovskave
Shkole Mladshikh Avio-Spetsialistev), this
scheol wae located in Kotovsk (4T7UBN-2 and offered
primery courses in airplane mechanics to those | “Having "

seven gradep of formal eduscation.

(‘Agggjiggggggﬁall men desiring to 1Fpléne meoh-
anios must complete meven grades of formal school or a
school of this type before becoming eligible to attend a

school of the Vasllkov type,

|

Kvatu (Kievskoe Voennoe Avietsionnoe Tekhisheskoe
Uchllishche ~ The Klev Military Aviation Techmical Insti-
tute) . The school was located im Klev (5027N-

Zexast location unknown/. |

Prior to 1948,
J¢3 28 BeROO < EM only; the school was to
Into &an officers' school: ¢ ‘irat
(‘

be omwertad
to be :

Khvatu (Kharkovskos Voennce Avistslonnoe Tekhnicheskoe
Uchllishohe (The Khavikov Military Aviation Teshnical
Institate).

The T48th Guards Bomber Regiment used, et the most, two days
of the week me flying days; the romsining four days were

spent 1n ground scheol., None of the gunners, bombardienrs

or navigators were assigned dutiss other than their primaries.
The ground training lasted eigfht “eurs a dsy from Monday to
Friday, and six hours on Seturday . The flying day eonsisted
of usually not more than two hours inm the air, depending on
the type of exersciss tc be flown for that day; the remainder

of the flying day was free time for a rews vho had com~
pleted their flights. Mﬁhe training of
the gunner was broken ¢ nNTO Variocueo mi-ovps. Most of the

trainis:. was ground-to-ground firing practice on & 50 meter
range, uwalng SHKAS-T.62rm machine guns, firing on a sleove
target towed by a PO-2 type alveraft. Alr-to-alp prectice
wan part of almost every practice mission, when & agpall
amound of riring wus done with SHKAS.T,62mm or UB~12,Tmm
machine guna at o sleeve Larget towsd by & IME~2 airerals,
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tround classes were given 1n assembly and disassembly of
WEADONS , ¢ aft’ :
URNery .

The majority of the "home made" synthetic trailnars were- -
developed and constructed locally, Whnen and if a member of -
the regiment had an idca for e trainer which would improve

those then in use, ke consulted his superiors, drew up the

plans, galned the approval of the regimental commanding

offlcer and, with the help of several mechanics of his -
aquadron, procseded to construct them. 1 x

Only thome who had completed seven grades of formal
sohdoling were eligible to attend an aviation mechanies!
sohool., ‘Those who hed net completed meven grades were
required go attend an ¢lght mgnths course at a SHMAS
(Shkola Mladshikh Avio-dpetsialistov - Sehool for Junior i
Aviation Speoclalists), Upon entry into the gervice, 8 ' o
soldler's records were ssresnad to determine his adeptabe =
111ty to mechamloal tralning. I the scldier indicated his o
deairs to attend a2 nechanics school amd providing he met
the above educational quaelificetion, he uas given:

(a) An educational exeminetion on fiusalan, The Soviet
Constitution, algebre, geomstory, physica and geo-
graphy. These tests were graded five thru one, five 2
belng the highest and one the lovwest. An average =
grade off thres was reguirsd 4o pess the examination. "‘

(b) A physical ritmess Sans in shlel the epplicant was
required to accompidsh slxy pall-ups, & three-meter
broad-Juap, & 110 sentimeter nigh-Juwap and & ™un of
one kilometer, ’

(¢) A complete physical estrimatioi.

any soldisr whe desired mechanids training

and conld pass the abhove tosts 8 th] loationa, was X
allewed to attend the sahool. no oase where a =
man was sent o mechanies schooL s ® di1d not want to go. - 50X1-HUM |

| If &
Lﬁmnmmr,og To remalin In the AF for a psriocd longer then “ﬁ
his term required, he could sutmit o regquest for extension i -
Lo hls sguadron commawndér, who 1n turn forwarded it to
higher headquarters for spproval. fThors were vewy few
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approvals, \the military seemed to
take the attitude that 1t was cheaper to draft recruits,
train them and pay them 70 miblés a month than to pay a o
high ranking NCO considerably. more money to do the same X
Job. With regard to commissipng | 1t was 50X1-HUM
relatively easy to securé a cgmmiasioned grade, For in-

stance, if a would-be méchanip had 10 grades of formal

education and could pasds the exuininations as described

above, he was sent to an aviation ilnstitute rather than

to an aviation mechanics school. Tpon the completion

of an approximately 14 mcnths course at this institute,

he was commissioned as a Technical Lieutenant. Aleo,

honor graduates of mechanics schools were offered addi-

tional six months courses at the same school upon the

successful completion of which they were offered commi-

ssions as Junlor Technical Lieutenants. | \ 50X1-HUM

f

in April 1951, & notice was placed oa the bulletin boards
of the T4Bth Guards Bombeér Regiment wherein 1t waa stated
that any NCO mechani¢ wislilhg to Bé commissioned rieed
only to make appllication andj%hé“éommisaion’au Junior
Technlcal Lieutenant woyld b€ granted. Since offilcers
were required to serve a lifetime in the seryice, only

& very few NCOs ever applied for a commission regardless i
of the seemingly easy path towards commismioned status. .
Following 'demobilization, an sviation mechanic, as do ;
all military men, reported to 'his District Military g
Committee. He was then reléafded by his Committee to o
find a Jok on his own. Jobs with cilvilian airlines o
were very scarce,making ‘it vepy difficult, if not im- )
poslele,to secure a Job.in ldne with the training the Pt
man! received in the military.' However, once a year the o
inaétive mechanic was required to report to a local 1

military ailrfield where he received -
fresher course,

Practice air alerts, in which the entire regiment par-

ticipated, were given usually once & month to the T48th : S0X1-HUM =
Guards Bomber Remiment, A tvbieal alert| AN
\ [was as follows,
The alert was sounded by an undulating blast on & siren

or by repeated ringing of a gong. Following the signal,
the crew had approximately forty five minutes to prepare
their sireraft for flight (start and warm up the engines,
load the bombd raeks and gunsY. This preparation was done
while the airdratt were parked on thelir regpective ramps

in the regimental area. The control of téke-off was
handled from a point at the end of the runway and done in
the follawing mannér: s serigs of three green flares were
fired from the control point. First flare: all pilots
started the engines of ‘their planes. Seccond flare: the
planes moved out, by squadrons, to the end of the runvway
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and grouped in pairs, the first peir positioning thexselves - &
in take-off poait::.on: ‘Third flare: ‘%hen this flare was : o
fired, the first pair-of the Ist PIight of the 1st Squadron b
procieded fo teke-off, echélon. right, . As *he first peir -
neared the“end of the runway, the secopd pair started their -
, take-off run. The remaining planes followed in the same i
% ner. The usual number of iaireraft for the regiment to
ut eloft ‘during a practice alept wap 27. _Barring eny &
unforseen mishap, . the eqtire regiment of 27 planes could
beiatrborne in ‘three minutes. When the airsraft were air-
borne, they proceeded to a predetermined rendesvous where o
they grouped in formation (always in threes, V formation).
On return-to the field, the airéraft pacsed over the run- .
waye flying in line (Peleng), .echelon right or left, depend- L)
l1)1:3 on the traffic patteérn for R
€, : -
50X1-HUM |
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